
Energy Efficiency for

Breweries, 
Distilleries & 
Beverage 
Makers

For beverage makers here in Vermont, keeping 
expenses low while maintaining quality is 
critical to success. When process heating accounts 
for roughly 60% of your energy consumption in 
beverage manufacturing, energy efficiency is a 
critical tool in getting ahead. 

VGS is here to help. We can make efficiency 
improvements more affordable and offer 
guidance on the best ways to reduce operating 
costs and carbon emissions.

WHAT’S IN IT FOR YOU:

INCREASING PROFITS 
Reducing energy costs is an 
important way to boost margins 
and profits. Efficiency measures 
often pay for themselves in just  
a few years or less. 

ANCILLARY BENEFITS 
Many energy efficiency 
measures have positive impacts 
such as increased production, 
more efficient space heating, 
and a safer work environment. 

BOOSTING YOUR BRAND
Improving energy efficiency 
reduces your carbon footprint to 
help address climate change, 
something your customers  
will appreciate. 



BOILER MAINTENANCE
Implementing a simple maintenance program that 
ensures all components of your boiler are operating 
at peak performance can save you a significant 
amount of money. In the absence of such a program, 
your steam system could lose 10-20% of its initial 
efficiency in just 2-3 years. 

IMPROVED PROCESS CONTROLS 
Flue gas monitors can give you a clear picture of the 
composition of your boiler’s exhaust, ensuring the right 
balance of excess oxygen and other products of 
combustion, as well as an ideal operating temperature. 
This makes it possible for you to optimize your fuel-to-
air mixture for a flame temperature that’s efficient and 
produces lower emissions.  

FLUE GAS HEAT RECOVERY
Adding a heat recovery system that can preheat your 
boiler feed water in an economizer or boiler intake 
air will boost your company’s energy efficiency. 
Generally speaking, you’ll cut your natural gas use by 
1% for every 40°-50°F that you reduce your exhaust 
gas temperature, a move that will often pay for itself 
in less than five years.  

BLOWDOWN STEAM RECOVERY
When you blow down the water from your high-
pressure tank to remove impurities, the pressure 
reduction also produces significant amounts of 
steam. While this steam is generally low grade, it can 
be used for other applications around your facility, 
such as space heating or feed water preheating. 
Introducing such a measure can save you 1–2% of 
your fuel costs, with an estimated payback of less 
than four years. 

STEAM TRAP INSPECTION & MAINTENANCE 
If your steam system hasn’t been maintained in 
3-5 years, it’s possible that between 15-30% of your
traps will have failed, allowing live steam to escape
into your condensate return system and causing
significant steam loss and wasted energy. A regular
maintenance program can save you up to 10% of your
thermal energy costs and increase the useful output
of your steam system.

CONDENSATE RETURN
You can save about 10% of your energy costs by 
installing a condensate return system. These systems 
also substantially reduce the amount of chemicals you 
need to purchase to treat your boiler feed water. Another 
option to consider is using a heat exchanger to recover 
the heat from condensate that isn’t fit for recirculation. 

IMPROVED STEAM SYSTEM INSULATION
According to the U.S. Department of Energy, you 
can save an average of 3-13% of your energy costs 
by installing better insulation on your steam 
distribution system, which offers an average payback 
of less than two years. VGS can help you determine 
the best course of action to maximize your savings 
and minimize your energy use. 

REBATES 
VGS offers equipment rebates and incentives 
to lower your upfront costs, and we can help 
arrange financing options to help spread out 
your payments. 

START SAVING TODAY
Learn more about all our efficiency 
recommendations, rebates, and tools at  
vgsvt.com/beverage. For help, contact VGS’s 
Commercial Energy Efficiency Team at  
802-951-0321 or email efficiency@vermontgas.com.

SAVINGS 
SPOTLIGHT. 

Since 2016, $90,000 has been saved by
Vermont beverage makers through VGS’s energy 
efficiency programs.

SAVINGS 
SPOTLIGHT. 

Citizen Cider is saving about $19,600 per

year after they installed modulating burner 
controls, process water heaters, and insulation. 




